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SECTOR STRUCTURING AND ENTREPRENEURIAL DYNAMICS: ADAPTATION 
CAPACITY OF TOURISM BUSINESSES IN CORSICA AND THE BALEARIC ISLANDS: 
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
Giudicelli Léa - University of Corsica  e-mail: giudicelli_l@ univ-corse.fr 
 
 
The tourism sector remains inherently vulnerable to various crises. The unprecedented 
disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, which nearly halted global tourism for several 
months, prompted a crucial reassessment of tourism specialisation and reignited debates about 
the sector’s potential for sustainable transformation (Girard & Schéou, 2020). In this context of 
reflection, the present study aims to analyse the adaptive capacity of tourism enterprises in 
response to the structural changes the sector has faced in recent years. Particular attention is 
given to the impacts of climate change and the changing attitudes of residents towards mass 
tourism—sometimes expressed as rejection of tourism (Saidi, 2025). The primary objective of this 
research is to examine and compare the adaptive strategies employed by tourism businesses in 
Corsica and the Balearic Islands in response to these profound shifts, while also exploring the 
underlying sources of their adaptive capacity. To achieve this, the study employs a mixed-methods 
approach, combining theoretical analysis with a quantitative examination of relevant databases, 
as well as qualitative data from an initial review of internal reports and press articles, followed by 
semi-structured interviews. The analysis focuses on the organisational structures within the 
tourism sector, specifically on tourism enterprises in the two case studies: Corsica and the 
Balearic Islands. Although tourism constitutes a significant portion of regional GDP in both insular 
contexts (around 40%—INSEE, IBESTAT), different tourism models are observed: an “integrated” 
model dominates in the Balearics, whereas Corsica exhibits a “non-integrated” model. The aim of 
this research is therefore to explore the implications of these structural differences for the adaptive 
capacity of firms. The study approaches adaptive capacity through the perspective of innovation 
potential, which is closely linked to the level of foreign investment received by tourism enterprises 
(Coussi, 2016). These analytical tools facilitate the identification of both entrepreneurial and socio-
cultural divergences. The findings are expected to provide insights into the resilience and 
sustainability of tourism models in the face of current environmental and social challenges. 
 
Key Words:  Tourism, Transformations, Capacity, Sectoral Structurating, Innovation Capacity,  
 
References: 
Coussi, O. (2016). Projets d’investissement étranger et système d’innovation territorial. 
Prospective et Stratégie. 
 
Girard, A., & Schéou, B. (2020). Le tourisme après la catastrophe de la COVID-19 : se mobiliser 
pour la relance ou opérer le changement de cap vital ? TÉOROS - Revue De Recherche En 
Tourisme. 
 
Saidi, H. (2025). Surtourisme. MobiDie - Dictionnaire critique des Mobilités. 
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REDEFINING "CARRYING CAPACITY" WITH A FRESH LOOK AT SUSTAINABLE 
TOURISM: THE CASE OF SANTORINI 
Georgios Drakopoulos - Tourism Gentre  email: drakopoulos@tourism-generis.com 
 
 
The global tourism industry's rapid growth has led to "overtourism," pressuring many destinations. 
While "Tourism Carrying Capacity" (TCC) is utilised to control these impacts, current definitions 
are recognised as incomplete. This document proposes a comprehensive framework to challenge 
traditional measurement methods and ensure long-term viability. 
Traditional TCC metrics, such as "Tourism Density" and "Tourism Intensity," depend on "Arrivals" 
or "Overnights" per area or population. However, these methods overlook important variables, 
significantly underestimating actual pressure. Major flaws include focusing only on "tourists" 
rather than all individuals present (overnight tourists, day visitors, residents, imported labour), 
using "Arrivals" which misrepresents actual resource use compared to "Overnights", and 
misleadingly employing "population" as a denominator. Furthermore, relying solely on "beds" fails 
to account for the diverse impacts on infrastructure. A new approach is proposed with more 
precise indicators: "Tourism Supply Density (TSD)," defined as "Built surface of tourism supply / 
km²", and "Tourism Demand Intensity (TDI)," defined as "Total population per day". TDI introduces 
the "overnight equivalent" for day visitors, based on their expenditure, to standardise impact 
measurement. Applying this to Santorini, Greece, demonstrated that the new approach delivered 
over 19.1 million "overnights" compared to 8.7 million by traditional methods, more than doubling 
the estimated pressure and offering a much more precise picture of daily presence and resource 
demands.The document advocates for adopting these refined metrics to support better resource 
planning, enhance visitor experience, improve residents' quality of life, and enable informed, 
proactive policy-making for sustainable tourism. 
 
Key Words:  Tourism, Destinations, Denominator, Sustainable Tourism, Tourism Supply Density 
 
References: 
Ap, J. (1992). Residents' perceptions on tourism impacts. Annals of Tourism Research, 19(4), 
665-690. 
 
Boyer, M. (1972) “Le Tourisme”, Editions du Seuil, Paris. / Borzyszkowski J. et all, 2014. “Spatial 
diversity of tourist function development: the municipalities of Poland’s West Pomerania 
province”. 
 
Butler, R. W. (2000). Tourism and the environment: A geographical perspective. 
 
Carbone, L. (2005). Sustainable tourism and economic development. In D. J. Telfer & R. Sharpley 
(Eds.), Tourism and development: Concepts and issues (pp. 559-560). Channel View 
Publications. 
 
Chaitanya, A. V. K., & Swain, S. K. (2024). Economic leakages in tourism: A comprehensive 
review of theoretical and empirical perspectives. Tourism Economics, 30(5), 1306-1323. 
 
Cifuentes-Arias, M. (1999). Tourism and Environmental Carrying Capacity: Concepts, Theory and 
Practice. Cifuentes, M. (1992). Application of the Carrying Capacity Concept in Tourism Planning. 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN LUXURY TOURISM DESTINATIONS – THE CASE OF 
SEYCHELLES 
Anna Dłużewska-Maria Curie-Sklodowska University - anna.dluzewska@poczta.umcs.lublin.pl  
Michael Kemp - Maria Curie Sklodowska University,  
Andrea Giampiccoli - Durban University of Technology 
 
 
For over fifty years, the people of Seychelles have diligently worked to establish the islands as a 
premier destination for luxury tourism, serving as an inspiration to other SIDS. In 2019, the country 
attracted USD 618 million, which, with 428,000 visitors, means each tourist spent more than USD 
1,444 per visit (The World Bank, 2020). Although tourism has become the main source of foreign 
currency, employment, infrastructure, and new enterprises, helping to reduce income inequality 
and enhance local welfare, Seychelles still faces a high level of foreign ownership of hotels. This 
leads to financial leakages from the country’s economy (Giampiccoli et al., 2020). Genuine 
involvement of local communities is undoubtedly one of the most vital elements of responsible 
tourism and sustainable development overall. 
Multiple theoretical and policy frameworks aim to translate community involvement into practical 
action. Examples include Social Entrepreneurship, which emphasises local control and power in 
shaping development; Community-based Tourism, which goes further by engaging marginalised 
community members and focusing on inclusion, control over the tourism industry, fair distribution 
of benefits, and immersion in local culture (Giampiccoli, & Saayman, 2018); and Corporate Social 
Responsibility, which can be adapted for large-scale resorts. However, in the case of luxury 
tourism in SIDS, applying these concepts and policies encounters significant and unique 
challenges (Kemp, Dłużewska, 2024). 
The research investigates the actual level of local community involvement in Seychelles' tourism 
and hospitality sector, utilising statistics, fieldwork, and in-depth interviews with managers of 
luxury resorts, tourism officials, and other stakeholders.  
 
 
 
 
Key Words:  Tourism Destinations, Sustainable Development, Infrastructure, Seychelles 
 
References: 
Giampiccoli, A., Mtapuri, O. & Nauright, J. (2020). Tourism development in the Seychelles: A 
proposal for a unique community-based tourism alternative. Journal of Tourism and Cultural 
Change, 19 (5), 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/14766825.2020.1743297  
 
Giampiccoli, A. & Saayman, M. (2018). Community-based tourism development model and 
community participation. African Journal of Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 7(4), 1-27. 
 
Kemp M. & Dłużewska A. (2024). Sustainable Tourism in Selected High-End Resorts in 
Seychelles. Seychelles Research Journal, 6(1), 39-56. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10608706 
  

mailto:anna.dluzewska@poczta.umcs.lublin.pl
https://doi.org/10.1037/ppm0000185
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TRENDS OF INSULARITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN EUROPE 
Gaetano Armao - University of Palermo   email: gaetano.armao@unipa.it 
 
 
The paper aims to examine the evolutionary trends of Mediterranean insularity, beginning with 
the constitutional changes in Italy and France and progressing to the innovative measures 
adopted in Spain, all of which are closely linked to the principle of island cohesion within the 
European legal framework. The analysis of islands and insularity as elements of islanders' 
identity, understanding it in its complex nature, must be approached from a comparative 
perspective. This not only reflects territorial differences and the resulting diversity in the 
classification of state forms, but also acknowledges that insularity is a topic within legal 
anthropology, rooted in the concept of insular identity. Islands, especially insularity, serve as an 
essential way of life for islanders, marking their identity. 
They are also subject to legal, particularly constitutional, considerations. Therefore, it is not only 
the territory itself and its political-administrative aspects that matter, but also the specific 
circumstances of the islanders, who are clearly and objectively at a disadvantage. This creates a 
series of material obstacles that undermine the principle of equality, among other issues. 
Consequently, there is a need to restore a fair balance, in terms of opportunities, between those 
living on the island and those on the mainland. It is crucial to implement public law-based 
regulations that remove barriers and promote positive measures, enabling island residents to 
overcome socio-economic disadvantages and ensuring their rights to essential public services 
are recognised. Therefore, recognising and affirming the constitutional right to insularity is 
essential, which is also seen as a “territorial social right”, a form of public intervention aimed at 
promoting and supporting the growth and development of territories disadvantaged by their 
geographical features. The disadvantages associated with insularity can be categorised into 
several areas. 
The issue of insularity also has its own particularities concerning the changes in contemporary 
constitutionalism, which is characterised by the examination of the territorial fragmentation of 
power, regardless of whether it appears in federalism, regionalism, devolution, or other forms. 
There is thus a link between island-specificity and constitutionalism, which has not only been quite 
diverse but also very problematic. For a long time, it has been a source of internal contradictions, 
apart from the exceptional case of the most unique of islands, Great Britain. 
 
Key Words:  Mediterranean, Insularity, Constitutionalism, Island Cohesion 
 
References: 
Armao, G. (2018). Protection and integrated enhancement of the cultural heritage of Unesco 
sites: The case of the serial site “Palermo Arab-Norman and the Cathedrals of Cefalù and 
Monreale.” Aedon, Issue 1, January-April. https://doi.org/10.7390/90745 
 
Armao, G. (2020). Environmental policies below municipal level: Towards sustainable 
neighbourhoods and small communities. Position of the European Committee of the Regions. 
[Journal Name], Vol(Issue), pages. 
https://www.unipa.it/persone/docenti/a/gaetano.armao/en/?pagina=pubblicazione&idPubblicazio
ne=702293  

mailto:gaetano.armao@unipa.it
https://doi.org/10.7390/90745
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ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY OF AZOREAN STUDENTS AS A FOUNDATION FOR 
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
Maria Anunciação Mateus Ventura – Universida de dos Açores email: maria.am.ventura@uac.pt 
Daniela Botelho – Universida de dos Açores 
Luís Afonso Correia – Universida de dos Açores 
 
 
In the Azores, a region of high ecological value and growing international recognition as a 
sustainable tourist destination, the environmental awareness of the local population is vital. The 
success of sustainable tourism relies not only on policies and regulations but also on the values, 
behaviours, and environmental literacy of residents, especially the younger generations who will 
shape the future of the archipelago. This study evaluates the environmental literacy of students 
entering higher education in the Azores to determine how prepared they are to support 
sustainable practices in both their personal lives and future professional roles. It also aims to 
assess the reach and effectiveness of sustainability education during compulsory schooling and 
to suggest improvements that align with the region’s long-term sustainability ambitions. 
Preliminary data were gathered through a survey of first-year students from 15 courses in both 
sciences and humanities. Results indicate that 92.8% of respondents have never participated in 
any environmental groups or organisations. Only 36.1% report consistently separating waste for 
recycling, while 60.3% say they never leave the tap running while brushing their teeth. Regarding 
environmental attitudes, 42.2% of students disagree with the statement “Technology will solve 
our environmental problems”. Students enrolled in natural sciences courses demonstrated higher 
levels of environmental awareness. 
These findings reveal a gap between theoretical knowledge and environmental action, 
emphasising the need for more practical, values-driven education. Enhancing environmental 
literacy is crucial for empowering Azorean youth to become responsible citizens and active 
participants in sustainable tourism, helping to ensure that development in the region remains 
environmentally sustainable and socially responsible.  
 
 
Keywords:  Environmental literacy; Azores archipelago; sustainable behaviours; 

sustainable tourism; young generations.  
 
References: 
Head L., Trigger D. and Mulcock J. (2005). Culture as Concept and Influence in Environmental 
Research and Management. Conservat Soc, 3: 251-264.  
 
van de Wetering, J., Leijten, P., Spitzer, J., & Thomaes, S. (2022). Does environmental education 
benefit environmental outcomes in children and adolescents? A meta-analysis. Journal of 
Environmental Psychology, 81, 101782  
 
Hungerford, H.R. and Volk, T. (1990). Changing learner behavior through environmental 
education. The Journal of Environmental Education, 21 (3), 8-22.  
  

mailto:maria.am.ventura@uac.pt
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STRENGTHENING ECOTOURISM IN MARINE PROTECTED AREAS THROUGH 
GOVERNANCE? THE AZORES CASE-STUDY 
Daniela Casimiro - University of the Azores    email:daniela.fm.casimiro@uac.pt  
Maria Anunciação Ventura - University of the Azores 
Andrea Zita Botelho - University of the Azores 
 
 
Tourism is a vital driver of economic growth and social prosperity in the Azores archipelago, 
reflecting global trends seen in other insular regions. In recent years, the Azores have seen a 
significant rise in tourist arrivals, positioning tourism as one of the main engines of regional 
development and employment. Considering the archipelago's rich biodiversity, ecosystems, and 
its certification as a sustainable tourism destination, it is important to promote sustainable tourism 
practices, such as ecotourism, to minimise impacts both in the short and long term. The growth 
of ecotourism in small island settings, especially within marine protected areas (MPAs), is closely 
connected to the quality and structure of governance frameworks. Effective governance is 
essential, and this study seeks to analyse the role governance plays in supporting ecotourism 
development within the MPAs of the Azores archipelago. Data and insights from regional 
stakeholders were collected to better understand the region’s institutional and legal structures. 
Additionally, data were collected from government reports, tourism statistics, and relevant 
academic literature. The data were summarised in the form of a ‘horrendogram’ following the 
example of Boyes and Elliott (2014). A ‘horrendogram’ is a policy mapping diagram used to 
illustrate the complex vertical integration and interaction of legislation, policies, and regulatory 
instruments in tourism, marine, and environmental governance. This study emphasises the 
theoretical implications for marine ecotourism governance, suggesting a need for more robust 
frameworks that integrate environmental, economic, and social dimensions to support the 
development of ecotourism in the region's MPAs. 
It provides policymakers with insights to strengthen governance structures and promote best 
practices, thereby minimising the pressures and impacts of tourism on natural areas. 
 
 
Keywords:  islands, governance, institutional frameworks, sustainable practices, 

ecotourism. 
 
References: 
Cabral,B.;  Local communities at the heart of tourism development: the Azores Tourism Strategy 
2030, Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism 
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EXPLORING TOURISM SUCCESS IN ISLAND DESTINATIONS: A MULTI-
STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVE FROM THE SCOTTISH ISLANDS 
Doriana Chodor - Glasgow Caledonian University    email:doriana.chodor@gcu.ac.uk 
 
 
Islands, often depicted as idyllic tourist destinations, are also home to resilient communities that 
have faced long-standing challenges (Cheer et al., 2023). As global tourism surges, tourist 
destinations, including islands, face growing competition and pressure. In addition, the post-
COVID travel landscape further reshapes island tourism dynamics. Despite extensive research 
on critical success factors in tourism, studies focusing on the tourism success of island 
destinations remain scarce.  
This research fills a critical gap by comprehensively examining the factors underpinning the 
appeal and success of Scottish island tourism. The study focuses on three unique islands: the 
Isle of Skye, the Isle of Arran, and the Orkney Islands (mainland). In recent years, the tourism 
industry has predominantly measured success through economic indicators, including the number 
of visitors, their expenditure, and the resulting employment opportunities. Nevertheless, this 
singular focus on economic metrics has drawn criticism, as it is increasingly evident that the mere 
quantity of tourists does not necessarily equate to success and the long-term viability of tourist 
destinations. Thus, the misconceptions surrounding tourism success and its measurement call 
for new ways of thinking and resourcing (Butler, 2022). Beyond the conventional economic 
metrics, this research explores the multifaceted elements that shape destination success, 
envisioning island tourist spaces as living spaces. Diverging from the conventional focus on the 
supply-side viewpoint often seen in other studies, this research incorporates the perspectives of 
three distinct groups: tourists, resident communities, and other key stakeholders, including 
industry and governance representatives.  
The findings of this study will provide a foundation for future island tourism research and offer 
valuable guidance to destination management organizations, policymakers, and the tourism 
industry. By formulating strategies that enhance the tourism success of Scottish island 
destinations, the research aims to contribute to sustainable tourism and the well-being of island 
communities. 
 
Keywords:   Island Tourism, Scottish Islands, Tourism Success, Islandscapes. 
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SUSTAINABLE MARINE TOURISM AND ECO-HOTEL CORPORATE IDENTITY 
Ninfa Pagano - University of Palermo  email:n-pagano@live.it  
 
 
Environmental sustainability in the hospitality sector refers to the development of new businesses  
(e.g. eco-hotels), which aim to minimise the environmental impact, mainly by reducing energy and 
water consumption. Such a ‘green’ movement has improved the ecological performance of many 
hotel companies, thus limiting costs and improving their brand image. The focus of this paper lies 
in the analysis of English tourism discourse (Dann, 1996; Gotti, 2006; Maci, 2013) - i.e. 
specialised and promotional language as used in the tourism field - adopted by the websites of 
six eco-hotels in or near marine, coastal areas, lakes or rivers, in the two islands of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and in coastal/lake areas in Italy, when communicating their corporate image online. 
Corporate image refers to the way an organisation is presented or perceived by its public. The 
linguistic choices employed by the six websites highlight how tourism discourse is used in order 
to communicate the eco-hotels’ green image and turn potential visitors into real clients.Fewer 
studies have so far tried to explore the relationship between tourism discourse and eco-hotels 
and their corporate image online. This paper is an attempt to address this gap in the literature.A 
combined methodological approach, both qualitative and quantitative, is adopted. The Corpus 
Linguistics approach (Teubert, 2005; Brezina, 2018) is privileged in order to extract quantitative 
data. The qualitative analysis is derived from the interpretation of the data from a linguistic 
perspective (Manca, 2016a; Corbetta, 1999; 2015). The relationship established between each 
green hotel and its potential customers is also highlighted.The results of this study could be of 
great interest and value as sustainable tourism, responsible tourism and green tourism have 
become frequent preoccupations both in destination marketing and in the individual decision 
making process. 
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ADVANCING SUSTAINABLE, YEAR-ROUND TOURISM IN SMALL ISLANDS AND 
ARCHIPELAGOS 
Valeria Mitra - University of Palermo  email:valeria.mitra1@gmail.com  
 
 
Small islands, particularly within archipelagos, urgently need to adopt sustainable tourism 
practices to counter overtourism and under tourism, which threaten both environments and local 
communities. To mitigate these impacts, especially those related to seasonality, destinations 
must diversify during off-season periods, including winter tourism. 
After the COVID-19 health emergency, "destination safety" has become a cornerstone of 
sustainable tourism. Social distancing and sustainability-oriented behaviours, once crisis 
responses, now align with long-term strategies. Digital crowd management tools support 
controlled tourist flows, shifting interest to remote and less crowded locations, which is naturally 
beneficial for small islands. 
The small islands and archipelagos, with a mild climate all year round, can promote winter tourism 
by introducing innovative and sustainable events and niche offers. Food and wine tourism, and 
eco-tourism can respond to the growing demand of travellers: almost half of tourists in recent 
years have chosen destinations for experiences. 
This integrated strategy, characterised by diversified and seasonal extension, heritage-oriented 
content and sustainable innovation, can position small islands and archipelagos as European 
leaders in resilient and sustainable tourism throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords:   Tourism Economics, Overtourism, Under Tourism, Sicily Island.  
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FARASAN ISLAND, SAUDI ARABIA: A NEW TOURIST DESTINATION – 
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 
Ola Hajjaj - University of Palermo    email:ola.hajjaj@unipa.it  
Stefano De Cantis - University of Palermo   email:Stefano.decantis@unipa.it  
 
 
Farasan Island, part of the Farasan archipelago located in the Red Sea off the coast of Jazan city 
in southwestern Saudi Arabia, is an emerging tourist destination known for its magical beaches, 
rich biodiversity, and unique cultural heritage. It remains one of the kingdom’s most underexplored 
yet promising tourist destinations. The paper explores the island’s potential to become a 
significant player in Saudi Arabia’s growing tourism sector, aligning with the broader goals of 
Vision 2030. 
Using an integrated approach that draws on environmental, cultural, and socio-economic 
perspectives, this study explores Farasan Island’s diverse assets, including its rich marine 
biodiversity, historical landmarks, and local community dynamics. The island’s coral reefs, 
mangrove ecosystems, Ottoman-era structures, and rare species—such as the Arabian gazelle—
offer significant potential for both ecotourism and cultural tourism. However, realising this potential 
requires a thoughtful balance: tourism development must be aligned with sustainable 
environmental practices and active community participation to ensure the long-term preservation 
of Farasan’s natural and cultural heritage. 
The paper also explores current challenges, including limited transportation access, lack of 
hospitality services, and government initiatives aimed at promoting Farasan Island as a 
competitive destination. Ultimately, the study proposes solutions including eco-resorts, improved 
transportation links, and year-round tourism campaigns. 
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ISLAND OF CRETE: BETWEEN EXPECTATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT. A GOOD 
PRACTICE: RELIGIOUS OR PILGRIMAGE TOURISM 
Konstantinos V. Zorbas - Orthodox Academy of Crete  email:zorbas_kostas@yahoo.gr    
 
 
Tourism is an aggressive industry and therefore needs regulation and control. Concerning the 
community cohesion, which wants to open up, is a very serious issue. However, the devastating 
effects of tourism "development" also touch another aspect of the local (and by extension national) 
economy: primary production. Agriculture, animal husbandry, bee-keeping, fishing and other 
"painful' activities are abandoned in order to create tourist accommodation, with services mainly 
provided by foreign staff, but also with supplies (from bedding, cutlery and food to air conditioning 
and household furniture) from foreign countries, since domestic production in all these areas is 
now negligible. Upgrading quality tourism means roads, marinas, internet, energy and water 
management, and high-quality staff. The solution to this problem is not to ban tourism, but real 
innovation, which consists of promoting and cultivating those characteristics that increase the 
differentiation of our product, making it, if not unique, at least rare and sought-after. Indicatively: 
NATURAL WEALTH versus its destruction through its continuous building; the emphasis on small 
scale and LOCAL SPECIALITIES versus imitation and integration into large international chains 
and brand names; the preservation and further cultivation of our CULTURE and culture versus 
their loss. In short, to highlight all those characteristics that makes us as unique as possible. And 
of course, to achieve this, we need a "coordinated" tourism of hospitality!Religious or pilgrimage 
tourism is an attempt to answer the contemporary philosophical "why" of the many guests in our 
region. Modern religious tourism is existential and not developmental! Alternative tourism cannot 
be mass tourism and must not become mass tourism, because it will lose its orientation. Most of 
the time, our chapels speak for themselves directly to the soul of man. History opens its doors 
through the thousands of gazes of the saints, either in the old icons or the thousands of 
hagiographies. The hinterland hides treasures we must protect because they belong to the world's 
cultural heritage. The person who comes to Crete must return with hope in his place! Crete is not 
the place; it is the way.  
 
Keywords:  Hospitslity, Overtourism, Disappointments, Alternativ Tourism, Emotional 
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QUO VADIS ECO-TOURISM? RE-THINKING FRAGILE ISLANDS 
Rose Marie Azzopardi - University of Malta  email:rose.m.azzopardi@um.edu.mt  
Tomislav Oroz - University of Zadar    email: toroz@unizd.hr  
 
 
It is well documented that for many islands, particularly sub-national island jurisdictions, tourism 
is one of the main revenue sources (McElroy 2003, Bojanic and Lo 2016). However, tourism can 
be seen as a double-edged sword, as it transformed once-sustainable environments by prompting 
structural developments that often damaged the very landscapes that made them attractive in the 
first place. Once remote beaches and nature conservation sites suddenly became accessible and 
(over)populated with large resorts, restaurants, shops and other tourist attractions. In such rapidly 
changing circumstances, the islands often resorted to new strategies aimed at mitigating the 
impact of intrusive development and quick profit by relying on natural environments. Carefully 
balancing the needs of local communities with the unstoppable demands of global tourism poses 
a challenge that the emergence of eco-tourism seeks to address. Eco-tourism emerged as an 
ideal policy - one that promised a return to nature through tourism itself. For a while, this narrative 
quieted the critics. Some island communities were inspired by the potential of eco-tourism, which 
emphasised the delicate balance between nature and unobtrusive tourist needs. Still, it remains 
uncertain whether eco-tourism has truly respected the fragility of the environment. 
In this paper, we wish to answer what makes islands fragile in the era of mass tourism and how 
eco-tourism engages with these issues. How does the fragility of nature reflect the fragility of 
island communities and local cultures, and what does the future hold for islanders whose lives 
have become inseparable from their dependence on tourism? This paper presents a comparative 
analysis of two different islands, Gozo (Malta) (Government of Malta 2025) and Dugi otok 
(Croatia) (Government of Croatia, 2023), to understand whether eco-tourism has been successful 
or merely a transient pacifier. It examines the Eco-Gozo strategy, launched in 2012, which aimed 
to make Gozo competitive while ensuring sustainability and, through this long-term strategy 
preserve its uniqueness.  
The other case study in our comparison explores how the emergence of outdoor tourism on Dugi 
otok island changes islanders’ perception of nature, as well as how local conservation strategies 
in the Nature Park both overlap with and conflict against local community practices. By focusing 
on the discrepancy between the strategic management of tourism and its practical manifestations, 
we wish to discuss the future of eco-tourism and the impact of global issues in the life of island 
communities. 
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ISLAND TERRITORIES, SUSTAINABLE KNOWLEDGE: TOWARDS A CRITICAL ECO-
PEDAGOGY BASED ON INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC COOPERATION 
Derek Van Rheenen - University of California, Berkeley –  email: dvr@berkeley.edu  
Olivier Naria - University of La Réunion 
 
 
Faced with growing ecological and social pressures, island territories have a strategic role to play 
in experimenting with culturally rooted and ecologically responsible development models. This 
paper reflects on how public universities can contribute to this transformation through the 
implementation of critical eco-pedagogy, designed as a lever for citizen mobilisation, the 
transmission of territorial knowledge, and even the preparation of stakeholders to fight climate 
change through collective awareness and the moral imperative to act for global sustainability. 
Eco-pedagogy offers a powerful alternative to neoliberal education for sustainability, emphasising 
planetary ethics and social justice (Naria et al., 2024; Van Rheenen and Melo, 2021).  
A tripartite educational model, learning about, with and for sustainability, can foster critical 
reflection and collective and transformative praxis (Manolchev, 2025). With this in mind, the article 
describes an international collaboration between two public universities on two distant oceans, 
the University of California at Berkeley on the vast Pacific and the University of La Réunion located 
in the Indian Ocean archipelago. We will discuss our collaborative effort to articulate the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), corresponding institutional plans and practices, and an 
essential eco-pedagogy that underpins this global partnership.  
Methodologically, the research is based on a cross-analysis of secondary data on sustainable 
transition strategies implemented at both universities. Based on a content analysis (action plans, 
CSR reports, etc.), it aims to identify elements of consistency, innovation and tension between 
pedagogical and institutional approaches geared towards sustainability. 
 
Keywords:  Eco pedagogy, nature education, sustainability, university partnership, SDGs 
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INVESTIGATING THE OPPORTUNITY AND LIMITS OF SUSTAINABILITY: THE 
ISLAND TOURISM SMES’ PERCEPTIONS 
Marco Platania - University of Catania  email: marco.platania@unict.it  
Giovanni Ruggieri - University of Palermo  email: giovanni.ruggieri@unipa.it  
 
 
In island contexts, where environmental pressures are intertwined with the seasonality of flows 
and the fragility of socio-economic systems, the transition towards sustainable tourism models 
requires active involvement of local operators. This research aims to investigate the perception 
of sustainability among tourism businesses, with particular attention to the dynamics that develop 
on islands. 
The survey's main objective is to understand to what extent operators in the sector know, share, 
and integrate sustainability principles in their business strategies and decision-making processes. 
Starting from a multidimensional reading of the concept of sustainability - environmental, 
economic, social, and cultural - the research is a tool to intercept awareness, perceived barriers, 
motivations for action, and training needs. 
The survey takes on relevance at a time when European and national policies ask tourism 
businesses to rethink themselves in a green, responsible, and regenerative way. Having up-to-
date data and a map of the real needs of operators allows for the design of targeted interventions 
and the construction of more effective support strategies, tailored to the specificities of island 
territories. 
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TOWARDS A DYNAMIC TOURISM SATURATION INDICATORS SYSTEM IN THE 
BALEARIC ISLANDS 
Margalida Salom - University of Balearic Islands email: vicente.ramos@uib.es  
Cristian Esteva - University of Balearic Islands 
Maurici Ruiz - University of Balearic Islands 
Vicente Ramos - University of Balearic Islands 
 
 
This paper aims to define and implement a system of dynamic indicators aimed at measuring and 
monitoring tourism saturation in the Balearic Islands. To do so it is essential to integrate variables 
from both the supply and demand perspectives, and with the highest temporal and spatial 
granularity.  
Combining both sets of variables within synthetic or composite indicators facilitates a 
comprehensive evaluation of tourism saturation. This integrated approach not only highlights 
temporal and spatial imbalances but also provides critical data for sustainable tourism planning 
aimed at avoiding negative externalities associated with excessive tourist concentration. We start 
with a systematisation of the terms used to refer to tourism congestion, saturation or pressure, 
and a comprehensive benchmarking of the indexes proposed at academic and institutional 
sources (Ben Eli et al., 2023; Fernández-Villarán et al., 2023; Rogowski et al., 2025).  
This initial step led to an initial set of proposed potential indicators that were then discussed with 
relevant stakeholders in the Balearic Islands to assess their appropriateness, and their 
construction viability given the current state of data sources. Thereafter, we implemented the 
selected indicators and created visualisation tools for presenting the information. 
 
Keywords:          Saturation, Congestion, Indicators, Supply And Demand Variables, 
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SHARED CULTURE, RELIGION, AND CULTURAL TOURISM: THE CASE OF 
MAURITIUS 
Verena Tandrayen-Ragoobur - Associate Professor in Economics, University of Mauritius  
email: v.tandrayen@uom.ac.mu  
Satabdee Banerjee,Netaji Nagar - Day College 
Lydie Amelot - Open University of Mauritius 
 
 
Mauritius status as a high tourist destination is significantly bolstered by its shared cultural and 
religious heritage. The island has a rich cultural heritage that influences its cultural fabric. This 
religious diversity is reflected in the island’s numerous festivals, religious sites, and cultural 
practices, which offer a unique experience to tourists.  
Visitors to Mauritius have the opportunity to immerse themselves in different cultural traditions, 
sample a wide array of culinary delights, and hear several languages spoken. This cultural mosaic 
enhances the island’s tourism appeal. This paper builds on existing literature in tourism studies 
to assess the link between culture, religion, and tourism in Mauritius. The study explores the long-
run and short-run relationships between tourist arrivals and cultural diversity in Mauritius using 
tourism arrivals from the top 15 receiving countries. A Panel Autoregressive Distributed Lag 
(ARDL) model is applied over the period 1983 to 2023.  
The results show that greater cultural diversity as a share of the population enhances the 
attractiveness of Mauritius as a tourist destination. In the long run, a 1% rise in cultural diversity 
leads to a 0.960% increase in tourist arrivals in Mauritius. Similarly, the GDP of Mauritius and the 
top 15 source countries have an important long-run effect on tourism flows to the island, with a 
1% rise in GDP leading to a 0.720% increase in tourist arrivals in the long run. 
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MILITARISM AGAINST TOURISM: CONSTRAINED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
OKINAWA 
Nicolas Lucic - University of La Réunion    email: lucic.nicolas@gmail.com 
 
 
Okinawa is the most visited prefecture (per inhabitant) in Japan. Its development model is based 
on the “three Ks: kichi (U.S. military bases), kanko (tourism), kokyo koji (public infrastructures)” 
(Ginoza, 2012). Okinawa represents 0,6% of Japan’s territory but holds 75% of all U.S. bases 
and military personnel in the country, which occupies 
15% of all land in the prefecture. Here, tourism and militarism have a dialectical relationship. In 
the past, militarism created and boosted a small tourist industry (1960s); today, it hinders tourism 
and overall economic development in the archipelago. Okinawa has been described as a 
“subtropical paradise”. This image was constructed during the military (quasi-colonial) occupation 
of Okinawa by the U.S. (1945-1972). It predates the commonly accepted founding act of mass 
tourism, namely, the 1975 International Marine Exposition (Figal, 2012). Since the weight of the 
tourism industry has sharply risen (8% to 17% of the GDP), with a more than tenfold increase in 
the number of tourists (800k to 10,2M), with a moderate internationalisation (2% to 29% of 
foreigners). Since its inception, Okinawa’s tourism sector has mostly catered to the mainland 
Japanese market. Okinawa’s tourism structure has failed at its developmental objective: 
unemployment and poverty are higher, while GDP per capita is lower than the mainland average.  
This can be explained by the deepening of the dependency for Okinawa towards the mainland, 
or “boomerang tourism” (Kakazu, 2008): resorts and airlines are financially owned by 
mainlanders, thus revenue goes back to the mainland while the costs for infrastructure upkeep 
and continual imports are spent by Okinawans (who already residually profit from tourism). The 
combined effect of tourism and U.S. bases highlights everyday difficulties (lowest purchasing 
power, expensive real estate, …) while being an unsustainable model for future development 
(environmental degradation, reliance on petroleum products, low salaries, …). 
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CULTURAL TOURISM, INSULARITY, AND SUSTAINABLE TRANSITION: ISLANDS 
AS LABORATORIES  FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH 
Aldo Berlinguer - University of Cagliari  email: berlingu@unica.it  
Daniela Pappadà - University of Cagliari 
 
 
Islands inherently face permanent disadvantages stemming from Insularity, characterised by 
smallness, remoteness, and vulnerability. These conditions impact economic, social, and 
environmental development, leading to a significant "cost of insularity". However, islands are also 
"ideal 'laboratories' for studying and measuring sustainability", possessing a rich natural and 
cultural heritage that can be a source of wealth and opportunity. This study explores the role of 
cultural tourism as a driver for the sustainable transformation of island territories, aiming to 
strengthen their resilience and prosperity. Traditional tourism approaches have often generated 
negative impacts such as environmental contamination, waste accumulation, and unsustainable 
exploitation of natural resources, necessitating a shift towards circular and sustainable models to 
counter the phenomenon of "over-tourism". The transition to a circular economy and the adoption 
of Renewable Energy Communities (RECs) are crucial tools for this objective. RECs, in particular, 
can counter energy insularity by leveraging the islands' wind and solar potential and promoting 
local participation, providing "environmental, economic or social community benefits" directly to 
the community. The Greek experience demonstrates that Insularity can, surprisingly, represent 
an "optimal condition" for their development. To overcome the gap and fully implement the 
principle of Insularity recognised by the Italian Constitution (Art. 119, comma 6), it is essential to 
distinguish between "first nature" factors (immutable geographical ones) and "second nature" 
factors (modifiable by human intervention). This requires not only resources but also tools to 
employ and use them, through targeted and decentralised governance solutions that actively 
involve local actors. Islands can thus become models for a "climate-neutral future" and for 
inclusive growth globally. 

 
Keywords:     Cultural Tourism, Insularity, Sustainable Development, Circular Economy, 

Communities. 
 
References: 
coautori G. Dente – D. Pappadà – A. Rubini – P. Saroglia  (2025) Overcoming Insularity: 
leveraging development initiatives for inclusive growth in European islands in Comparazione e 
diritto civile, 2025, 1-34; 
 
Insularità: quo vadis?, in P.G. Monateri, Scritti in onore di Rodolfo Sacco, Milano, 2024, 167-187; 
 

  

mailto:berlingu@unica.it


   

Abstract Book – 17th ICIT Conference – University of Corsica    27 

 

 

ISLAND COOPERATION AND TERRITORIAL DIPLOMACY IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN: THE EGTC INITIATIVE PROMOTED BY SARDINIA 
Carlo Sanna - University of Cagliari   email: sannac.994@gmail.com  
 
 
The proposal to establish a European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) between the 
main European regional islands of the Mediterranean (Corsica, Crete, the Ionian, South Aegean, 
North Aegean Peripheries, Sardinia, Sicily, and the Balearic Islands) represents a politically 
significant and theoretically stimulating initiative. This paper analyses the EGTC both as an 
instrument of transnational cooperation and as an expression of sub-state actors’ agency within 
the framework of European multi-level governance. In particular, the article explores the link 
between insularity and Para diplomacy, arguing that the Sardinian initiative goes beyond the 
technical management of EU funds and aims to shape a geopolitical agenda for Mediterranean 
islands, grounded in shared interests such as accessibility, sustainability, territorial cohesion, and 
ecological transition. 
Through a theoretical approach inspired by multi-level governance and institutionalist 
perspectives, the analysis draws on legal sources, policy documents, and comparative data from 
other cooperation experiences. The paper aims to contribute to the understanding of the growing 
role of regional actors in international relations, and to discuss the potential (and limits) of tools 
like the EGTC in the contemporary Mediterranean context, with a focus on cooperation in the 
management of policy areas such as tourism, transportation, and education. 
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IDENTIFYING OBSTACLES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN 
INSULAR REGIONS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
Jelena Marjanovic - Université de Corse Pasquale Paoli  email: marjanovic21@gmail.com  
 
 
This study investigates the implementation of Circular Economy (CE) strategies in three insular 
Mediterranean regions: Corsica, Sardinia, and the Balearic Islands. These regions face distinct 
geographic and socio-economic challenges—such as isolation, reliance on tourism, and limited 
local resources—that complicate their transition from linear to circular systems. The study aims 
to identify the obstacles that hinder CE implementation and to explore how local actors—public 
authorities, private enterprises, and civil society—interpret and engage with circularity. 
Building on the theoretical frameworks of stakeholder theory and innovation ecosystems, this 
research employs a qualitative methodology centred on 60 semi-structured interviews across the 
three regions. Thematic analysis, supported by NVivo software, enabled the identification of 
recurring patterns related to governance, infrastructure, public awareness, and inter-actor 
collaboration. Findings reveal a disconnect between theoretical understandings of CE and its 
practical interpretation at the regional level. For instance, CE is often reduced to recycling rather 
than seen as a systemic transformation of production and consumption. 
The thesis contributes to the academic discourse by offering context-specific insights into CE in 
insular settings—an under-researched area. It also proposes actionable policy recommendations, 
such as establishing regional CE governance bodies and fostering innovation hubs. These 
findings have relevance beyond the Mediterranean, offering guidance for other isolated or 
resource-constrained regions aiming to design and implement effective CE strategies. 
Ultimately, this study underscores the importance of aligning stakeholder interests, enhancing 
public engagement, and adapting CE principles to local conditions. It advocates for a multi-scalar, 
participatory, and systemic approach to CE, ensuring that environmental sustainability is rooted 
in place-based realities. 
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THE INTERPLAY OF LIFESTYLE MIGRATION AND TOURISM IN ISLAND 
DESTINATIONS: INSIGHTS FROM THE HVAR ISLAND, CROATIA 
Ingeborg Matečić - University of Zagreb     email: imatecic@efzg.hr  
Ana Perinić Lewis - Institute for Migration Research  email: aperinic@gmail.com  
 
 
The study explores the connections between lifestyle migration, islandness, and tourism, focusing 
on the island of Hvar, Croatia, as a primary case study. Lifestyle migrants often choose islands 
seeking an enhanced quality of life, greater autonomy, and a different way of living—motivations 
that frequently overlap with those of temporary tourists. This convergence suggests that former 
tourists may transition into permanent residents, attracted by the idealised perception of island 
life often promoted through tourism imaginaries. 
The presence of lifestyle migrants has a significant influence on island populations and resources, 
mirroring and sometimes increasing the constraints that mass tourism places on infrastructure 
and services. Conversely, these new residents can enrich the tourism system by introducing novel 
skills, businesses, and services, thereby diversifying the local tourism supply. The concept of 
"insularization" highlights the ambivalent nature of island life and the experience of newcomers, 
encompassing both isolation and the necessity for integration into local rhythms ‒ a dynamic 
crucial for understanding the interactions between tourists, migrants, and the local community. 
This research investigates how lifestyle migration reshapes island tourism dynamics, examining 
migrant contributions to local tourism systems, tourist-migrant relationships, and community 
impacts, emphasizing island specificities and their potential implications for sustainable island 
development.  
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ADAPTING AND PROMOTING ENOGASTRONOMIC TOURISM FOR CHILDREN IN 
VENICE AND ITS SURROUNDING ISLANDS: A CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS OF 
DISCOURSE STRATEGIES IN ENGLISH AND IN ITALIAN 
Daniela Cesiri - University of Ca’ Foscari  email: daniela.cesiri@unive.it  
 
 
According to the latest available version of the Annual Tourism Report (Città di Venezia, 2025) 
drafted by the City of Venice, in 2023, 12.628.079 of tourists visited Venice and its surrounding 
islands in the Venetian Lagoon, namely, Murano, Burano, Torcello and the island of Sant’Erasmo. 
Unfortunately, we do not have statistics concerning the age groups of these visitors. However, 
the 2020 edition of the same Report (Città di Venezia, 2022) stated that 29% of tourists were 
included in the 46-71 age group. Therefore, we can presume that, excluding the older age groups, 
quite a consistent proportion of the remaining number of tourists who visit Venice and its lagoon 
islands is composed of young tourists and families with children. 
It is on this peculiar category of visitors that this study focuses, investigating the websites of local 
institutions and tour operators that specifically address their promotional messages to children 
and their families. To do so, the study conducts a comparative discourse analysis on a total of 
seven websites (i.e., Kids in Venice, Venezia Unica, Venice Kids Tours, Live Venice, Venezia dei 
Bambini, Veneto for Kids, ViaggiaPiccoli) that present the tourist offer concerning Venice and the 
islands of the Venetian Lagoon either in English or in Italian, or in both languages, to national and 
international prospective young visitors. The study aims to investigate how locals (meaning both 
as tourist institutions and private organisations/tour operators) promote themselves and transmit 
the traditional local culture, with specific attention paid to enograstronomic aspects, to both Italian 
and international younger generations of visitors as a means towards preserving the local culture 
that is constantly endangered by depopulation and globalisation (Zanini 2017).. 
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MAXIMISING THE DOMESTIC LINKAGE EFFECTS OF TOURISM: THE ARUBA 
TOURISM PROJECT – OBJECTIVES & METHODOLOGY 
Robert Read - Lancaster University Management School –  email:r.read@lancaster.ac.uk  
Chiara Alaimo - Lancaster University Management School 
 
 
The tourism sector in Aruba dominates its economy in terms of export earnings and domestic 
employment but there is considerable economic, political and social concern regarding the extent 
to which the sector makes a substantive contribution to domestic economic growth in terms of 
local value-added. Aruba has a resident population of around 100,000 persons and, like many 
other tourism-dependent small island economies, it has a consequent heavy reliance upon 
imported goods and services as well as migrant labour. These factors all result in substantial 
external ‘leakages’ of tourism earnings, so limiting the domestic growth impact of the tourism 
sector. As such, the sector operates in a similar manner to an enclave economy. This paper 
summarises the objectives and methodology employed in the ongoing Aruba Tourism Project; a 
collaboration between the authors, the University of Aruba and the Aruban Central Bank.  
The objective of the project is to use a combination of empirical methodologies, including those 
used for evaluating the impacts of foreign direct investment (FDI) to estimate the magnitude of 
the external leakages from tourism activity in Aruba so as to provide implementable policy 
guidance to improve linkage creation and thereby enhance domestic value-added and capture 
greater growth benefits for the local economy.  
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RESIDENTS’ TOURISM MOBILITY AS A FACTOR OF OVERTOURISM IN ISLAND 
TERRITORIES : THE CASE OF RÉUNION ISLAND 
Trouspance Kévin - University of La Réunion , Jean- Pierre Philippe  

Email: kevin.trouspance@univ-reunion.fr  

 
 
Island territories are exposed to multiple vulnerabilities (climatic, health-related, economic, etc.) 
due to their location (isolation, exposure to cyclonic risks) and their geographical characteristics 
(small size, high population pressure). The uncontrolled development of the tourism sector, which 
underpins the growth of many peripheral island territories (PITs), further exacerbates these 
vulnerabilities. Among the factors contributing to this entropic expansion of tourism is the 
phenomenon of overtourism (Butler, 2020). This observation is all the more relevant when 
external flows remain below the thresholds likely to trigger an overtourism process, as is the case 
for several Peripheral Island Territories (PITs), such as La Réunion, where certain sub-regions 
nonetheless appear to be exposed to overtourism risks. This study explores how local movements 
lead to saturation in specific areas. By considering residents as both contributors to and regulators 
of overtourism, our research draws on the methodology of García-Buades et al. (2022). It aims to 
construct a discontent index based on quantitative surveys to assess the perception of tourism- 
related pressures (noise, congestion, limited access to recreational areas, user conflicts, etc.). 
This index, conceived as a state variable, is then correlated with localized control variables such 
as congestion, rising accommodation prices, or increased infrastructure use (Peeters et al., 2018), 
in order to go beyond traditional indicators such as airport arrivals alone. The originality of our 
contribution lies in a territorialized and infra-island approach, which assumes that overtourism is 
not homogeneous, even at the scale of the island. In doing so, our work aims to detect early 
warning signs of overtourism specific to island territories and to propose regulatory mechanisms 
adapted to their unique constraints. By demonstrating how residential mobility contributes to 
tourism pressure, the study identifies targeted levers for action. Grounded in smart management 
of local mobility, one that accounts for social and spatial realities, our research contributes to 
placing residents at the heart of sustainable tourism transformation strategies in island contexts. 

 
Keywords:    Overtourism, Island Territory, Local Mobility, Residents’ Perception, Carrying        

Capacity 

 
References: 
Butler, R. W. (2020). Tourism carrying capacity research : A perspective article. Tourism Review, 
75(1), 207-211. https://doi.org/10.1108/TR-05-2019-0194 
 
García-Buades, M. E., García-Sastre, M. A., & Alemany-Hormaeche, M. (2022). Effects of 
overtourism, local government, and tourist behavior on residents’ perceptions in Alcúdia (Majorca, 
Spain). Journal of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, 39, 100499. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jort.2022.100499 
 
Peeters, P., Gössling, S., Klijs, J., Milano, C., Novelli, M., Dijkmans, C., Eijgelaar, E., Hartman, 
S., Heslinga, J., Isaac, R., Mitas, O., Moretti, S., Nawijn, J., Papp, B., & Postma, A. (2018). 
Research for TRAN Committee—Overtourism impact. 

  

mailto:kevin.trouspance@univ-reunion.fr
https://doi.org/10.1108/TR-05-2019-0194
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jort.2022.100499


   

Abstract Book – 17th ICIT Conference – University of Corsica    33 

 

 

THE CHANGE OF ACCESSIBILITY BEFORE AND AFTER TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE PERIOD OF PRE-WORLD WAR Ⅱ: THE CASE OF THE IZU ISLANDS 
Kantaro Takahashi - Akita University   email: takahashikantaro1988@gmail.com  
 
 
This study aims to compare the accessibility before and after tourism development from around 
the 1910s to 30s of the Izu Islands, composed of several islands and located near Tokyo, Japan. 
In general, Izu Islands have started to be attracted as tourist destinations during the period of high 
economic growth around 1960s to 70s (Takahashi 2024). However, Izu Oshima which is the 
biggest islands has been developed as a tourist destination before World War Ⅱ. The reasons 
for its development as a tourist destination include policy aspects such as the command shipping 
route, economic circumstances such as the Showa Depression influenced by the Great 
Depression, and cultural influences such as literary works and gossip (Kon 1994, Takada 1996). 
Although previous works discussing tourism development in the Izu Islands were basically carried 
out with a descriptive approach, there are few studies on the early period of tourism development 
with a quantitative approach because of the limited tourism statistics. Therefore, this study uses 
the book of timetables published around 1910s to 1930s which showed the schedule of the regular 
sea routes to analyse the connections between the islands and mainland through the quantitative 
approaches such as network analysis. The analysis revealed that access to Izu Oshima improved 
before and after tourism development although regular services are still limited. On the other 
hand, others such as Hachijojima which is the second biggest island, were still inconvenient 
compared to Izu Oshima although little changes were confirmed through the analysis. From the 
results of the transportation analysis, tourism development across the Izu Islands was still uneven 
and didn’t start to spread until the period of rapid economic growth in the 1960s.  
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ÍNSUA AS A SMALL TOURIST AND HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT COASTAL ISLAND 
Adalberto Dias de Carvalho - ISCET – Instituto Superior de Ciências Empresariais e do Turismo 
Email: adalberto.carvalho@iscet.pt  

 
 
Insularity is usually approached in terms of inhabited islands, with their own population 
responsible for the development of economic, social and cultural activities. With these 
characteristics ileity emerges as a theoretical concept with practical contours, implying, by the 
proximity of its maritime or fluvial dimension, territories that are geographically and naturally 
valued and also demographically significant. The aim of this communication is to highlight the 
relevance of insularity, which, while escaping these dimensions, is nevertheless also the support 
and expression of ileity. In this context, it seemed important Ínsua, which is a small Portuguese 
island, about 400 metres long (NS) and about 3.2 km long (WSW), located on the border between 
northern Portugal and Spain, 350 metres from the coast. It is an interesting reference of the history 
of both countries. Nowadays, it is uninhabited and houses a fort that was last rebuilt in the 17th 
century following the restoration of Portuguese independence. Over the course of the 18th 
century, the facilities for a religious confraternity, which left on the island with the extinction of the 
religious orders in Portugal, were also improved. In addition to its rich symbolism and heritage, 
this island is now a tourist destination accessible by small boats. It has the singularity of having a 
drinking water well, a resource found in only three similar places in the world. 
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ARCHIPELAGOS OF SUSTAINABILITY: PARTICIPATORY METHODS, TOURISM, 
AND LOCAL PRACTICES IN THE CABO VERDE ISLANDS 
Martina Giuffrè - University of Parma  email: martina.giuffre@unipr.it  
Michele Maccari - University of Parma 
 
 
Small islands, despite having no responsibility for climate change, have become emblematic and 
symbolic figures of the Anthropocene. They are at the centre of intense debates on global 
warming, including sea-level rise, intensifying hurricanes, water scarcity and droughts, and the 
accumulation of plastic in the oceans (Pugh, 2018). The Cape Verdean archipelago represents 
an interesting case study, as it is considered particularly vulnerable to climate change, partly due 
to the fragility of its economy (Andrade Matos et al., 2023). The economic sectors most affected 
by climate change are those in which women are predominantly employed, such as agriculture, 
the informal economy, and tourism. The various forms of oppression and inequalities experienced 
by women over time make them especially vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. This 
underscores the need for intersectional policies that combine social, environmental, economic, 
and gender justice by promoting sustainable tourism, which integrates local knowledge and 
production from a sustainability-oriented perspective. The connection between good practices in 
sustainable tourism (e.g., agrotourism) and sustainable agriculture (e.g., agroecology, organic 
and regenerative agriculture) can be enhanced by adopting participatory methods and tools that 
strengthen relationships among different stakeholders. For instance, tools like the Participatory 
Guarantee System (PGS)—a certification system based on social control and knowledge 
exchange—can be used to promote the inclusion of women and youth and foster a sense of 
collective belonging (Loconto, 2017). Participatory tools and methods thus help to reinforce 
relationships among various actors—producers, consumers, civil society—creating cohesive and 
resilient communities that draw on local, bottom-up forms of sustainability and practices. Within 
this framework, we will analyse some bottom-up initiatives in sustainable tourism, solidarity, and 
biodiversity management initiated by a group of women on Santo Antão Island and by the Cha 
de Caldeiras community on Fogo Island in the Cabo Verde archipelago. 
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WHY VANILLA ISLANDS LOST ITS FLAVOUR: A CRITICAL REFLECTION ON 
MAURITIUS AS AN ISLAND DESTINATION 
Vanessa Gowreesunkar - Indian Institute of Management   
email: gaitree.vanessa@iimsirmaur.ac.in  
 
 
The Vanilla Islands branding strategy was launched in 2010. The aim was to market seven Indian 
Ocean islands (Seychelles, Madagascar, Mauritius, Maldives, Mayotte, Réunion, and the 
Comoros) under a single tourism brand. The vision behind this strategy was to foster a shared 
regional identity that could enhance tourist arrivals, stimulate economic development, and 
encourage sustainable tourism practices. Central to the initiative were the promises of shared 
resources, collective marketing strategies, and improved international visibility for the region. In 
its initial phase, the strategy appeared promising, with notable increases in tourist arrivals for 
some destinations. However, the momentum was short-lived. Vanilla Islands initiative gradually 
lost its flavour and failed to achieve its long-term objectives, despite its strong conceptual 
foundations. Mauritius, a key stakeholder of this branding strategy, was not exempt from this 
phenomenon. Despite considerable investment, the island struggled to maintain alignment with 
the Vanilla Islands objectives and eventually distanced itself from the initiative. As a result, 
understanding the factors that led to this downturn is important not only for historical analysis but 
also to serve as a lesson to island destinations involved in this initiative. Using a case study 
approach, and relying on secondary data sources, this exploratory study examines the underlying 
factors that contributed to the decline of this ambitious regional tourism collaboration. In so doing, 
the current research seeks to fill a little gap identified in the context of the vanilla branding strategy 
in Mauritius.  The analysis reveals that each island pursued divergent tourism priorities, which 
created a fragmented and inconsistent regional product offering. While collaboration was agreed, 
it lacked institutional depth, strategic coherence, and a shared governance framework.Likewise, 
islands with established reputations were reluctant to dilute their individual brand identities by 
aligning too closely with lesser-known or developing destinations. The study offers valuable 
lessons to island tourism stakeholders and policy makers interested in rethinking the vanilla island 
branding strategy while using the findings of this study as a lesson. Future research may consider 
a more comprehensive methodology, encompassing the experiences of the six other Vanilla 
Islands, to generate more nuanced insights and guide the development of a more integrated, 
resilient, and inclusive regional tourism framework. 
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ISLANDS IN THE ERA OF "BIG DATA": A CHALLENGE TO NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY AND CULTURAL SURVIVAL IN THE GLOBAL MAP OF SUBMARINE 
CABLES AND DATA CENTERS 
Pierre Fournié - University Gustave Eiffel  email: suffren.international@gmail.com 
 
 
In 1969, Peter Drucker, in "The Age of Discontinuity," evoked the emergence of the "knowledge 
society" through the aggregation of knowledge driven by technology and the dissemination of 
information (Drucker, 1969). In 2004, the French report by Nicolas Curien and Pierre-Alain Muet 
presented the advent of the information society as a "new industrial revolution" (Curien & Muet, 
2004). These two concepts were taken up in the 2005 UNESCO report entitled "Towards 
Knowledge Societies”. The emphasis was now placed on valuing diversity and sharing 
knowledge, without ever confusing information with knowledge. The knowledge society was seen 
as a new opportunity for development. Since then, the volume of data generated annually has 
exploded. From 2 zettabytes in 2010, the it is expected to reach 181 zettabytes by 2025 (World 
Economic Forum, 2024). Its current exponential growth allows to predict a volume of 2,142 
zettabytes by 2035 (Statista, 2020). The digital transformation of the economy, the introduction of 
cryptocurrencies, the craze for social networks and the trend to develop Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
managed tools require the extension of infrastructure networks and raise the demand for energy. 
In a positive way, more and more islands, even remote ones, are connected to the world. 
Ironically, as submarine cables are estimated to account for over 99% of intercontinental data 
traffic, islands also appear at the crossroad of submarine roads and become a stake from a 
geopolitical, economic and strategic point of view. Some islands will also welcome one or several 
of the 10,360 data centres that are in operation by end of July 2025, spread across 169 countries 
(Data centers map, 2025). By using Economic and Strategic Intelligence, the current article 
intends to explore how “huge data” may definitely impact the future of islands by throwing them 
in the middle of geopolitical raw. We will observe them as the living witnesses of societal, 
economic, technological and environmental issues related to the worldwide expansion of data 
centres. 
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ONTONG JAVA ATOLLS: CONNECTING FOOD SECURITY WITH ECOLOGICAL 
DISTURBANCE 
David Lopez Cornelio - Solomon Islands National University email:davlzo26@gmail.com 
 
 
The atolls of Ontong Java, the world largest had been exposed to large land cover changes driven 
by the demand of copra since a permanent German trading station for buying copra was 
established as early as 1895 (Anonymous, 1895). The harvests of Bêche-de-mer, the most 
profitable activity, moves the people from the coconut orchards to the fishing grounds in cycles 
that depend on the copra prices and the declaration of ‘closed seasons’ for the former. The 
organisation of the activities, of land distribution, and of food and income redistribution follows an 
ancestral system that subsists and accommodates in accordance with the needs and demands 
of the local people, traders and government officials. Currently the resilience of the atolls facing 
sea level rise and the decline of fresh water sources is discussed at international forums, 
especially the sustainability of taro cultivation in the atolls and the need to relocate in the near 
future most of the population. The paper focuses on the role of the seabirds as environmental 
indicators and as important distributors of nutrients for island and marine environments; and on 
the dwindling native vegetation (mangroves, shrubs of Pemphis, Scaevola, Terminalia, Allophylus 
timorensis, Pandanus tectorius and Pisonia trees) as more efficient land cover against coastal 
erosion and degradation than coconut plantations, and are preferred nesting sites for seabirds. 
Three historical cases are reviewed. Between radical options exist a suite of alternate solutions 
that reflect the dynamic nature of island change, and allow planning and soft engineering 
strategies accessible to local communities; like seawalls building, fresh water harvest techniques, 
mulching and manure production, coral reefs protection rules, and revegetation with native 
species that combined can rebuild the top soil layer, stabilize the ground against winds and sea 
water impact, contribute to food security and health, and provide materials. A re-evaluation of the 
applicability of traditional practices besides being cost effective, may reduce and even reverse 
the impacts of global warming in the atolls on the long term.  
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FROM SCREEN TO TERRITORY: CORSICA AND THE CHALLENGES OF SCREEN 
TOURISM 
Fabien Landron - Università di Corsica Pasquale Paoli  email:landron_f@univ-corse.fr  
Ionel Fedida - Università di Corsica Pasquale Paoli   email: ionel.fedida@gmail.com  
 
 
Screen tourism has become a rapidly growing field of study, examining how the transnational 
circulation of audiovisual works (films, series) influences viewers’ imaginations and, in some 
cases, their travel choices. Influenced by audiovisual narratives, more and more spectators seek 
to explore by themself the landscapes, atmospheres, and locations they have — knowingly or not 
— seen on screen. While emblematic cases such as Game of Thrones (Northern Ireland), Emily 
in Paris (France, Rome), or The White Lotus (notably Sicily) have already been examined, Corsica 
remains largely unexplored from this perspective. This paper aims to connect screen tourism with 
Corsica by initiating a reflection on how contemporary audiovisual productions representing the 
island may influence tourism. Through a dual approach, we first analyse recent on-screen 
representations of Corsica, distinguishing between hetero-representations from nationally 
produced series and films, and self-representations emerging from the new Corsican cinema, 
notably through a series of fiction films (comedies and dramas) released in just a few years. What 
image of the island is being constructed? Which symbols, characters, and territories are being 
portrayed? Secondly, the study explores the impact of these representations on tourist practices. 
A survey conducted with tourists visiting Corsica (summer 2025) will be cross- referenced with 
interviews held with local tourism stakeholders (offices, agencies, chambers of commerce), in 
order to assess how these audiovisual productions shape visitors’ motivations, expectations, and 
behaviours. By combining image analysis and field data, this paper investigates how Corsica, 
caught between external narratives and internal perspectives, stages itself on screen. It 
contributes to a broader reflection on how screen representations help shape contemporary 
tourist imaginaries and how territories are symbolically constructed beyond institutional or 
administrative frameworks, following logics of perception and cultural appropriation. 
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ISLAND GUARDIANS: COMMUNITY-DRIVEN TOURISM & LANGUAGE 
PRESERVATION EFFORTS IN INDIA’S ANDAMAN, NICOBAR & LAKSHADWEEP 
ISLANDS 
Aekkus Bir Singh Ahuja - Tourism Management, Indian Institute of Management –  
Email: advocate.aekkus@gmail.com  

Vanessa GB Gowreesunkar - Tourism Management, Indian Institute of Management  
 
 
Background:The Andaman, Nicobar, and Lakshadweep islands of India harbour rich cultures and 
ecosystems, which are known for their community-driven sustainable island tourism practices. 
Tourism offers economic opportunities to these locals, yet unchecked growth and 
commercialisation threaten both environmental and cultural heritage. Local traditions and 
languages in these islands are in decline, various UNESCO-listed endangered languages such 
as Nicobarese, Jeseri and Great-Andamanese are the heritage of these islands. This underscores 
the need for finding solutions for protecting and preserving these languages. Proposal & 
OriginalityThis: study proposes to study community-driven sustainable island tourism practices in 
the Andaman, Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands of India. Through case studies, past research 
and stakeholder analysis. We shall asses local communities’ efforts to support language revival 
and propose solutions through policy to protect this heritage. Literature Review: Community-led 
tourism in India’s islands can curb reef damage (Bansal & Kumar, 2021), yet languages such as 
Great-Andamanese and Nicobarese remain UNESCO- critical (Sathisha, 2019). As part of efforts, 
homestays can showcase local languages boost both visitor loyalty and conservation (Sharma & 
Singh, 2019). Methodology: A qualitative multiple case study approach will be adopted. 
Stakeholder analysis across the three island groups including interviews with women 
cooperatives, tribe / community leaders, residents, observation of local initiatives and 
documentation of cultural preservation efforts (e.g., homestays, craft cooperatives). Results & 
Implications:Overall we believe through this study we will be able to prove that empowering local 
communities will yield authentic visitor experiences, improved conservation outcomes and 
community benefits. The focus on three island regions means findings may not generalize beyond 
these cases. 
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CONCEPTUALISING SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT ISLAND FUTURE PATHWAYS: 
A CULTURE-LED AND PARTICIPATORY PLANNING FRAMEWORK 
Dionisia Koutsi  email: koutsi.dionisia@gmail.com 
Anastasia Stratigea - School of Rural, Surveying and Geoinformatics Engineering, NTUA 
 
 
Island regions, due to their inherent natural and cultural appeal, are highly rated tourist 
destinations around the globe. However, this attractiveness results in massive and continuously 
rising tourist flows, thus rendering these territories vulnerable to significant pressures, such as 
overtourism, coastal urbanization/sprawl and developmental inequalities, sensitivity to climate 
change impacts, etc. That said, island regions are currently gaining ground in the scientific/policy 
debate in seeking to feature sustainable and resilient future pathways. This gives prominence to 
the challenge of planning islands’ future trajectories that reconcile protection and developmental 
objectives.  This research critically examines the current developmental/spatial planning 
directions affecting island regions, with a primary focus on the Dodecanese islands’ complex, 
Southern Aegean Region, Greece. Using a mixed-method research design, the study combines 
policy analysis and fieldwork (e.g. participatory workshops, stakeholder interviews) with 
quantitative statistical and spatial data to identify the current developmental footprint of this 
territory. The overall goal is to assess the structural limitations of existing governance models; 
and identify planning elements that are capable of supporting a sustainable and resilient future of 
island regions. Findings indicate that ‘top- down’ policy formulation, fragmented spatial tools, and 
insufficient stakeholders’ engagement severely constrain the adaptive capacity of island 
communities to more sustainable and resilient practices; while adverse tourism repercussions are 
already visible in developed and developing islands of the studied islands’ complex.  The study 
proposes a culture-led, participatory planning framework that repositions local identity, heritage, 
and community engagement at the core of islands’ spatial strategies; and advocates for 
institutional reforms that promote a ‘bottom-up’ decision-making model, propel inclusive 
governance, and strengthen synergies between cultural assets and sustainable tourism paths. By 
integrating ‘bottom-up’ planning practices with evidence-based analysis, this model contributes to 
a renewed vision for resilient islands’ development that aligns with both local aspirations and 
international sustainability agendas. 
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WHO THREATENS WORLD HERITAGE SITES ON ISLANDS: HUMANS, NATURE OR 
BOTH? 
Martin Thomas Falk - University of South-Eastern Norway  email: Martin.Falk@usn.no  
 
 
Many natural and cultural World Heritage sites are located on or close to islands. Islands are 
broadly defined and include archipelagos, atolls, and coral reefs. Examples of world heritage sites 
on islands in Europe include Southern Öland (SE), Vegaøyan – The Vega Archipelago (NO), Isole 
Eolie (Aeolian Islands, IT) and Venice and its Lagoon (IT), Teide National Park, Gran Canaria and 
Ibiza (ES), Azores (PT), High Coast / Kvarken Archipelago (FI and SE), Chios and Samos (GR) 
and Malta. Several human-made, natural and geological threats threaten these Cultural and 
Natural World Heritage sites on islands. This study aims to provide an overview of threats to World 
Heritage sites on islands worldwide and their management activities to overcome them. Several 
databases originating from UNESCO (periodic report and state of conservation databases), IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature), the Global Disaster Database, the European 
Fire Forest Information System, and the Joint Research Centre Risk Data Hub are used. The 
disaster databases include information on Drought, Earthquake, Extreme temperature, Fire 
(Miscellaneous), Flood, Mass movement, Storm, Volcanic activity and Wildfire. Information on 
Human-made threats, such as tourism and urbanisation, is available in the State of Conservation 
in the periodic report database. The study will also introduce digital footprint indicators for island 
visitors (Google page views, Instagram posts, TripAdvisor posts).  The results show that marine 
sites and islands are more likely to be threatened by climate change based on IUCN data; 
however, the State of Conservation database partly underreports climate change threats. 
Geological and natural threats belong to the low probability, high-impact events. Tourism and 
urbanisation (housing) are the most common threats. Some island Natural World Heritage sites 
are closed for tourism (e.g. Heard and McDonald Islands, Henderson Island, New Zealand Sub-
Antarctic Islands and Papahānaumokuākea). Few Island World Heritage sites provide a 
management plan to deal with the threats, such as measures related to sustainable tourism, 
addressing the problem of unregulated tourism, conservation measures and regular maintenance. 
A good example here is Fernando de Noronha in Brazil. Evidence is provided for more than 100 
Island Natural and Cultural sites worldwide. Empirical models show that Human-made threats 
appear not alone but in a bundle. Digital footprint data shows that attractiveness is very unevenly 
distributed and does not correlate with tourism threats. 
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OVERTOURISM AND OVER CARRYING CAPACITY IN GREEK ISLANDS: 
SCENARIOS FOR SUSTAINABILITY AND THE ROLE OF THE AEGEAN 
OBSERVATORY FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM (AOST) 
Ioannis Spilanis - University of the Aegean   email: ispil@aegean.gr  
 
 
The continuous tourism growth, as can be registered by the expansion of tourism beds and 
tourism arrivals, is increasing its pressure both to the global system and the different destinations. 
Tourism is responsible for about 10% of the CO2 emissions, for urban sprawl, water 
overconsumption even in arid areas, but also for the socio-economic and cultural changes to the 
destinations. In some of them the pressure is so big that there are protests by locals as it is 
influencing their quality of life (the phenomenon of overtourism), but also their fragility as tourism 
is becoming an important activity, even a monoculture, especially on islands. In the last case the 
pressure is so important that, in many of them, the limits of their carrying capacity have been 
surpassed. Organizations like the UN Tourism and the European Union have already stressed 
the fact that the tourism activity as it is developing is not sustainable and they ask their members 
to implement adequate policies. UN Tourism has developed a framework for Measuring 
Sustainable Tourism and a network of local Observatories in order to support national and local 
authorities. EU has implemented the Tourism Agenda 2030 underlying the importance for a digital 
and green transition in the tourism ecosystem. AOST has elaborate a framework combining the 
assessment of the tourism activity and its impact to the state of sustainability of the insular 
destinations based on DPSIR framework. Through the analysis of data and by the collection of 
the perceptions of locals, the Observatory is proposing alternative scenarios based on the 
different approaches of sustainability (weak and strong).  

 
 
 
Keywords:   Sustainable Tourism, Carrying Capacity, Overtourism, Islands, Observatories  

 
References: 
UNWTO, 2018, Tourism for Development – Vol.1: Key Areas for Action, UNWTO, Madrid 
 
Peeters, P., Gössling, S., Klijs, J., Milano, C., Novelli, M., Dijkmans, C., Eijgelaar, E., Hartman, 
S., Heslinga, J., Isaac, R., Mitas, O., Moretti, S., Nawijn, J., Papp, B. and Postma, A., 2018, 
Research for TRAN Committee - Overtourism: impact and possible policy responses, European 
Parliament, Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies, Brussels 
 
Veriou Sofia, Spilanis Ioannis, Perivolari Natalia, Eva Psalti, 2022, Measuring pressure on 
touristic island destinations and its impact on carrying capacity. The case of Mykonos, ISCA 2022 
International Conference on sustainability Analysis, Rome 14-15 July.  
  

mailto:ispil@aegean.gr


   

Abstract Book – 17th ICIT Conference – University of Corsica    44 

 

 

A STRATEGIC DIVE RESORT MODEL FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM ANILAO, 
MABINI, BATANGAS, PHILIPPINES 
Cathy Saldana - United Architects of the Philippines  email: mlcsaldana@gmail.com 
 
 
Anilao, Batangas—internationally recognized for its rich marine biodiversity and vibrant 
underwater ecosystems—has emerged as a premier destination for dive tourism in the 
Philippines. However, the rapid growth of tourism in the region has triggered environmental 
degradation, posing threats to both ecological integrity and community livelihoods. This paper 
proposes a Strategic Dive Resort Model for Sustainable Tourism that integrates environmental, 
architectural, and socio-economic principles tailored to island coastal environments. Anchored on 
five core concepts—sustainable diving tourism, island coastal residential planning, green resort 
development, renewable resource design, and the creation of an environmentally responsive 
community—the model aims to balance tourism development with ecological preservation. The 
proposed model emphasizes low-impact design solutions that blend with the natural terrain and 
coastal contours, limiting disruption to marine habitats. It incorporates renewable energy systems, 
passive cooling strategies, and modular construction using locally sourced materials to minimize 
the resort’s carbon footprint. Residential components are interwoven within the landscape to 
encourage community involvement, while spatial zoning is carefully planned to protect sensitive 
coral reefs and marine life. Moreover, the dive resort functions as an educational platform, 
fostering awareness and stewardship among guests, staff, and residents through immersive 
ecotourism experiences and marine conservation programs. By aligning tourism with 
sustainability and community participation, the model redefines how resorts can serve as catalysts 
for regenerative development in biodiversity-rich areas like Anilao. The study concludes that a 
well-designed, sustainable dive resort not only preserves the region’s natural capital but also 
enhances the socio-economic resilience of local communities, paving the way for a more inclusive 
and ecologically harmonious tourism paradigm in coastal destinations. 
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HOW DO SOCIAL NETWORKS INFLUENCE PERFORMANCE IN MOBILIZING 
INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM ACTORS WHO PROMOTE INNOVATION? 
Andréa Valentin - Université de La Réunion  email: andrea.valentin@univ-reunion.fr  
 
 
In a context of uncertainty, destinations are seeking to strengthen their resilience. One response 
to this objective is innovation. Indeed, innovation can help destinations become more agile and 
adaptable so that they remain competitive. 
While innovation relies on financial and infrastructural factors, it is above all the result of a human 
process based on collaboration. It is in this context that the open innovation paradigm was 
formulated by Chesbrough (2003). It refers to an organisational practice based on the sharing of 
ideas, resources, and knowledge with diverse actors in the service of innovation. These practices 
give rise to innovation ecosystems (Budden et Murray, 2019). However, bringing together all the 
actors in an innovation ecosystem is not always easy, particularly in tourism. Therefore, 
understanding the link between actors becomes central to understanding the innovation process. 
To this end, for example, proximity or attitude analysis is relevant. In this paper, we focus on an 
analysis of social networks. This method examines the connections between groups of actors 
while allowing for an analysis of the characteristics of these connections and the social behaviours 
of the actors (Kofler et al., 2018). Social network analysis is regularly used to understand 
innovation performance, since the structure of the network is indicative of innovation success. We 
have selected the case of La Réunion, a destination with strong innovation potential but which 
still mobilises few of the actors present in the tourism innovation ecosystem. Using a quantitative 
approach and Gephi software, we seek to understand and visualise the structure of the tourism 
innovation network, explaining the low mobilisation of actors in tourism innovation. 
The objective is to better characterise the performance in mobilising innovation ecosystem actors, 
to shed light on the situation of the destination, in terms of innovation studied through 
collaborations. 
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MODELING CLICK & COLLECT ADOPTION IN CULINARY TOURISM: INSIGHTS FOR 
ISLAND-BASED FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS 
Mariem El Euch, Florence Jeannot, Eline Jongmans, Marielle Salvador, Maud Dampérat 
Email: fjeannot@inseec.com 

 
 
Full-service restaurants—from brasseries to Michelin-starred establishments—are vital actors in 
the cultural and gastronomic identity of many destinations. Their unique ability to offer immersive 
culinary experiences makes them key assets for tourism development, including in island 
territories seeking to diversify their economies. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many full-service 
restaurants introduced online food ordering services such as click & collect (C&C). However, post-
crisis, the sector has shown heterogeneous behaviours: some restaurateurs maintained the 
service, others discontinued it, despite its profitability. This study explores the factors that 
influence full-service restaurants’ intention to adopt and develop C&C services, and the 
implications for tourism innovation strategies. The conceptual model, which includes eight 
hypotheses, is grounded in the Technology-Organisation-Environment (TOE) framework and 
enriched by Actor-Network Theory (ANT) to account for the role of external resource mobilisation. 
Based on a sequential explanatory mixed-method design, the study first conducts a quantitative 
survey of 225 restaurant professionals, analysed through structural equation modelling, followed 
by 29 qualitative interviews to deepen the interpretation of the statistical results. Overall, results 
show that both internal digital resources and network capabilities significantly foster adoption 
intentions. Perceived complexity, especially at the ordering and unboxing stages of the customer 
journey, emerges as a major barrier. Notably, innovativeness only positively influences adoption 
for highly rated establishments (2- or 3-Michelin stars), underlining the importance of prestige and 
perceived service coherence. Competitive pressure, more than customer expectations, plays a 
critical role in decision-making. These findings offer valuable insights for island territories aiming 
to support the digital transformation of their gastronomic sectors. By understanding the levers and 
constraints of C&C adoption, tourism stakeholders can better promote resilient, inclusive, and 
culturally embedded food tourism strategies. 
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PRESSURES AND RESISTANCES TO THE "DEVELOPMENT" OF SMALL ISLANDS. 
THE CASE OF GAVDOS (CRETE) 
Bakalis Christos , University of the Aegean  email: cbakalis@aegean.gr 
Nikolakakis Giorgos - University of Crete 
Kopaka Katerina - University of Crete 
Nikolakakis Loukas, Independent researcher  
 
 
Islands, and especially little ones, are often fields of tension and imbalance. They tend to change, 
sometimes even drastically, through exogenous actions from continental or other large insular 
lands. Their fragile ecosystems are very vulnerable to stress factors, such as the advancing 
climate change, globalization, geopolitical antagonisms, and the ever more excessive recent huge 
development of tourism, which sidelines former social-economic forms and is laid down as the 
only way of the islanders’ survival and well-being.  Οn Gavdos, the small island off the West 
Cretan shores. Modern technological civilisation has not yet irreparably influenced the relationship 
of people with their environment. The place remains, thus, a heaven of monuments of nature and 
culture as the multidisciplinary programme of the University of Crete has shown. An ideal setting 
to conceive, explore and transmit experience and knowledge of long-lasting dialectics with the 
small insular worlds of the Mediterranean. Compatible research and alternative and spherical 
training projects and educational practices will provide, we think, valuable forms of resistance, not 
least to the profit of its inhabitants and visitors.We present here some pressures of the last 
decades in the name of Gavdos’s "modernisation” and suggest some answers to them. The latter 
are based on long-lasting native features and significant aspects of the island’s particular 
environmental and cultural heritage, focusing on the sociological and anthropological ones.  
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AIR CONNECTIVITY IN PERIPHERAL ISLAND REGIONS: A COMPARATIVE 
ANALYSIS OF INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS TO THE AZORES AND MADEIRA (2024–
2025) 
Luís Silveira - University of Coimbra  email: aviladasilveira@gmail.com 
Inês Almeida - University of Coimbra 
Mónica Brito - University of Évora 
 
 
Air transport is essential for tourism, especially in island and peripheral destinations, where 
alternative means of access may be limited or even non-existent. This study analyses 
international air connectivity with the Portuguese autonomous regions of the Azores and Madeira, 
focusing on its implications for tourist flows and seasonal accessibility. The research is based on 
a comprehensive collection of data on all domestic and international flights arriving at the main 
airports of both archipelagos during two seasonal periods: one week in the IATA winter period 
and one in the IATA summer season for the years 2024 and 2025. The study aims to 1) map 
international routes by city/airport and country of origin; 2) identify the airlines operating these 
routes; 3) compare patterns between the summer and winter seasons; and 4) assess the 
evolution of connectivity between the two years. Using a quantitative and comparative 
methodology, the study analyses the frequency, geographical diversity and type of airlines (low-
cost vs. traditional, etc.) in international air traffic, providing insights into how these factors shape 
tourism dynamics in each region. Preliminary results suggest a more stable and diversified 
international air network throughout the year in Madeira, while the Azores show more substantial 
seasonal variation. Differences in airline strategies and tourism demand cycles seem to influence 
these trends. Understanding these patterns is essential for destination managers, tourism 
planners and regional policymakers to optimise accessibility, promote sustainable tourism and 
strengthen economic resilience in the island context. 
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL TOURISM : THE EXAMPLE OF THE 
CERCA PAULINA IN CORSICA 
Sebastien Quenot - University of Corsica Pasquale Paoli  email: quenot_s@univ-corse.fr  
 
 
This paper focuses on a tourism product that we carried out with a view to contributing to the 
promotion of language, identity and cultural heritage in Corsica. Cultural tourism in rural areas, 
particularly where remarkable natural spaces are the hallmark of the region, appears to be a 
recurring theme in the approach to tourism. The Sustainable Development and Management Plan 
for Corsica adopted by the Corsican Assembly (2015), as well as numerous political and cultural 
initiatives at local or international level, have formulated proposals and recommendations. 
Nevertheless, in Corsica, tourists are still more interested in beaches than museums (Menassé, 
2024; Observatoire du Tourisme de la Corse, 2024). Annual visitor numbers to the Museum of 
Corsica are lower than monthly visitor numbers to each of the beaches of the island. Tourism 
therefore appears to be synonymous with overcrowding, degradation and erosion of the island's 
cultural identity. In this context, the reappropriation of Corsica's history and the linguistic vitality 
of the island appear to be at serious risk. As a result, tourism can appear to be an agent of 
globalisation to the detriment of promoting the island's cultural and heritage singularities (Gravari-
Barbas & Jacquot, 2014). Although there is a wide range of cultural activities on offer in the 
summer, few of them involve the local population and visitors, whether local or from further afield. 
Sometimes, the activities on offer even seem to be aimed exclusively at visitors or tailored to their 
presence. The celebration of the tercentenary of Pasquale Paoli in 2025 - a leading figure of the 
Enlightenment who was elected general of the nation in 1755 and gave the island a constitution- 
gave us the opportunity to carry out a tourism project in the field of cultural and creative industries 
in partnership with the Cap Corse Intercommunal Tourist Office. Funded by the Tourism’ lab in 
cultural tourism of the PIA UNITI of the University of Corsica, the Cerca Paulina consisted of four 
research-action, participatory research, science with and for society, and research-creation 
operations: a touring exhibition in 10 municipalities, a series of conferences, a survey, a book. 

After analysing the project's design and implementation process, we will present an analysis of 
how the Cerca Paulina was received by participants, visitors and elected officials in the region. 
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AGRITOURISM IN ANDALUSIA SPAIN: CULTIVATING A UNIQUE SUSTAINABLE 
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 
Claudia Green - Pace University/Lubin School of Business  email: cgreen@pace.edu  
 
 
Agritourism—the blend of agriculture and tourism—has grown in popularity as travelers seek 
authentic, immersive experiences. Spain as a tourist destination has seen an increase in visitors 
since the COVID pandemic. This increase in tourism is evidenced in overtourism in Barcelona, 
Madrid, Seville, Mallorca, and the Canary Islands. An alternative to overtourism has been 
agritourism or as it is more often called “tourism rural” in Spain. In particular, this type of tourism 
has seen growth in the Iberia Peninsula of Spain which includes the region of Andalusia. In 
southern Spain, Andalusia stands out for its agricultural heritage, diverse landscapes, and vibrant 
culture (Ferreira &amp; Sanchez-Martin, 2022). The region has embraced agritourism to diversify 
its economy and support rural communities. This research examines the current state of 
agritourism in Andalusia, future trends, and the challenges and opportunities shaping its 
development. Specifically, the focus will be on various categories Andalusian agritourism 
entrepreneurs and their challenges and opportunities for sustained growth, motivations, goals, 
future plans, and need for education and support. A record 94 million international travelers visited 
Spain in 2024, showing a strong rebound post COVID making it the best year for tourism in the 
country&#39;s history (Associated Press, 2025, Reuters, 2025). Travelers in Spain are 
increasingly prioritizing unique and authentic experiences, shifting away from traditional tourist 
hubs in favor of lesser-known destinations. There is a notable rise in demand for sustainable and 
eco-conscious travel options, with visitors showing a strong preference for accommodations and 
activities that emphasize environmental stewardship and contribute to the well-being of local 
communities. The sustainable tourism market size was USD 3.3 billion in 2024 and will expand 
at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 15.00% from 2024 to 2031 according to the 
Sustainable Tourism Market Report (Dharmadhikari, 2025). Based on the quantitative and 
qualitative results of the study conducted on site in Spain, we make recommendations and 
assumptions about the future opportunities and challenges for agritourism in Andalusia. While 
agritourism in Spain has experienced tremendous growth, it also faces challenges such as 
regulatory issues, the need for infrastructure development, and balancing the influx of tourists 
with the preservation of rural landscapes. Government initiatives and collaborations between local 
communities, businesses, and policymakers are crucial to addressing these challenges and 
ensuring the sustainable growth of agritourism. 
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TACKLING COASTAL TOURISM POLLUTION THROUGH SERVICE-DOMINANT 
LOGIC AND VALUE CO-CREATION: THE GOLDENSEAL PROJECT 
Vicky Katsoni - University of West Attica  email: katsoniv@gmail.com  
 
 
Effective policies, regulations, and initiatives at global, regional, and national levels are crucial for 
reducing plastic debris in coastal zones (Thushari & Senevirathna, 2020). However, none of these 
approaches adequately address the underlying systemic issues, and the abundance of the 
initiatives highlights the argument. To truly address the complex challenge of coastal tourism 
pollution, a novel approach is required that transcends traditional thinking and fosters 
collaborative, value-driven solutions (Fosse, 2021; Sandhu et al., 2019; United Nations 
Environment Programme, 2020). One promising framework for achieving this balance is the 
application of Service- Dominant Logic (S-D Logic), which emphasizes value co-creation among 
stakeholders, including tourists, local communities, and governance bodies, aiming to 
collaboratively enhance both visitor experiences and environmental stewardship (Dwyer & Gill, 
2019). S-D Logic offers a new perspective on how the active participation of multiple actors and 
the integration of resources can lead to co-created value and assist the development of 
sustainable tourism (Drius et al., 2019; Font et al., 2021; Fosse, 2021). The GoldenSeal project 
adopts S-D Logic and value co-creation theory and principles to address the complex challenge 
of coastal tourism pollution. In this paper, the authors explore the GoldenSeal approach, 
examining how it leverages Service-Dominant Logic to foster collaborative solutions and facilitate 
the co-creation of value among stakeholders, ultimately leading to more sustainable coastal 
tourism. Specifically, first, the authors provide an overview of the Service-Dominant Logic 
framework and its relevance to sustainable coastal tourism, followed by a description of the 
GoldenSeal project. In the next section, the authors present how the GoldenSeal project fosters 
the S-D logic principles and go on to an analysis of how the project's elements promote 
sustainable coastal tourism and tackle coastal tourism pollution. Finally, the authors discuss and 
present the conclusions and recommendations for future research and practice. 
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ISLAND CONCERNS – A GENERAL METHODOLOGY  TO ANALYZE VARIOUS KEY 
POINTS USING STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA 
Henri Dou - Hôtel de l’Industrie,   email: douhenri@yahoo.fr  
Pierre Fournie - Gustave Eiffel University  email: suffren.international@gmail.com  
 
 
The constant increase in the volume of scientific works allows, by using various sources of 
information, to have a clear vision of the most important areas concerned by research. The work 
presented is carried out experimentally to highlight how, from various data sources, one can, by 
analysing them, determine the critical areas and points concerning the islands in general. The 
methodology used concerns the subject of Forecasting or forecasting applied to islands. Indeed, 
with global warming, migrations, the endogenous development of the islands, various problems 
must be resolved. This general approach can, of course, be extended to other subjects.  The 
various sources used are LENS, Open Alex, and Google Scholar. Analyses are done either from 
data available in the database or by processing the corpus of data retrieved via Vos viewer or 
Matheo Analyser. Various examples are given:  networks (mono or dual, matrix, etc.), which 
provide an easy way to quickly explore the content of the corpus selected during the search. 
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A CITIZEN’S PETITION FOR BRUSSELS TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE 
EMPOWERMENT OF INSULARITY. 
Xavier Acquaviva  email: acquavivasaveriu@gmail.com 
 
 
This abstract examines the ongoing challenges faced by insular regions within the European 
Union and their limited integration into European cohesion policy. Despite decades of 
acknowledging insularity as a structural obstacle, concrete measures remain inadequate to offset 
the disadvantages of geographical isolation, reliance on metropolitan markets, seasonal 
economies, and limited diversification. The study revisits the pioneering 2002 survey on small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) across 13 European islands, which highlighted restricted 
access to larger markets, structural vulnerabilities, and the need for legal recognition of insularity 
as a specific category under EU law. Although the Treaty of Amsterdam and later the Treaty of 
Lisbon recognised insular regions, translating this recognition into effective policies has been only 
partial and disjointed. Progress such as specific tax credits, structural funds, and cross-border 
cooperation schemes has not closed the structural gap. Islands still face higher investment costs, 
fragile ecosystems, reliance on tourism, and outmigration of young graduates. Furthermore, 
emerging challenges like border control pressures, climate vulnerability, and geopolitical 
instability highlight the need for a coherent European strategy. A key argument presented here is 
the need for differentiated policies and legal frameworks that address insularity not just as a 
subset of disadvantaged territories, but as a distinct structural condition requiring tailored 
solutions. Measures should include adapted fiscal and social regimes, improved territorial 
continuity in transport and energy, and explicit legal provisions that prevent insular regions from 
being sidelined by broader economic criteria, such as GDP thresholds. Without such reforms, 
insular territories risk facing increasing marginalisation within the European project. This analysis 
concludes that increased mobilisation of insular institutions, chambers of commerce, and civil 
society is essential to advocate for a comprehensive EU policy that guarantees both economic 
resilience and social sustainability for European islands. 
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COVID 19 TOURISM MELTDOWN: AN EXPLICIT TOURISM CGE MODEL 
Mário J. A. Fortuna - University of the Azores  email: mario.ja.fortuna@uac.pt  
Ali H. Bayar – ECOMOD 
Francisco J. F. Silva - University of the Azores 
 
 
The current study analyses the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic through its effects on tourism 
as well as the impact of a set of mitigation policies. A dynamic Computational General Equilibrium 
(CGE) model detailing the tourism characteristic activities, using tourism satellite account 
information, is used. Many tourism impact studies use aggregate variables and do not explicitly 
isolate the tourism cluster in detail. The model was applied in a Portuguese integrated small island 
economy (Azores) experimenting considerable tourism growth since 2015. The model takes into 
account not only tourism flows but also usable fixed capital and labor availability, aspects that are 
very relevant in the drastic scenario under analysis. Taking into account impact scenarios with a 
50 and an 80% fall in tourism demand and capital usage and a 10% fall in other activities, it is 
concluded that GDP could fall between 10 and 27%. Within the characteristic activities 
employment can fall as much as 70% and value added will fall between 11 and 32% in an 
optimistic scenario and between 69 and 75% in a pessimistic scenario. Restaurants (-32 to -77%), 
air transport (-28 to -76%) and hotels (-23 to 72%) are the hardest hit activities. These results 
stress the need for strong economic policies designed to counteract the dimension of the 
temporary shutdown scenario. Mitigation policy scenarios were run to mimic the policies that have 
been implemented by the local and national authorities. Results point to a potential impact 
equivalent to the reduction of the impact to half of the base scenario, meaning that economic 
agents will, necessarily, bear the greater part of adjustment costs. The current study highlights 
the importance of modeling not only general economic impacts but also specific clusters of the 
economy to better prioritize intervention policies. Better knowledge of the impacts on the tourism 
cluster characteristic activities will allow for improved development of targeted mitigation policies. 
 

Keywords:  COVID 19 Economic Impacts Measurement; Tourism Economic Impacts 
 

References: 

Bayar, A., Fortuna, M., Mohora, C., Opese, M., Sisik, S., Rege., S. (2010). Dynamic General 
Equilibrium Model of the Azorean Economy. In Computable General Equilibrium Models: Theory 
and Applications. Ponta Delgada: Centre of Applied Economic Studies of the Atlantic ed. Mário 
Fortuna and Sameer Rege, 89–120. 
 
Blake, A. (2005). The Economic Impact of the London 2012 Olympics, Research Report 2005/5, 
Christel DeHaan Tourism and Travel Research Institute, Nottingham University Business 
School. 

mailto:mario.ja.fortuna@uac.pt


   

Abstract Book – 17th ICIT Conference – University of Corsica    55 

 

 

TOURISM AND EVENTS: DRIVING SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN ISLAND 
COMMUNITIES 
Razaq Raj - Leeds Beckett University  email: r.raj@leedsbeckett.ac.uk    
 
 
The tourism and events have created significant opportunities for local communities by supporting 
the development of small businesses and encouraging entrepreneurship. Local restaurants, taxi 
services, artisans, craftsmen, and food vendors have increasingly been able to meet the needs 
of tourists, leading to higher income levels and improved livelihoods for residents. Tourism and 
events have become a powerful tool for strengthening island economies and have contributed to 
poverty reduction, particularly in less developed islands. The tourism and events industry has 
made considerable progress toward sustainability, driven by the growing need to meet higher 
socio-cultural, environmental, and economic standards. Sustainable event practices, once 
considered niche and associated primarily with specialist “green” events, have now become 
mainstream (Mair and Smith, 2021; Raj and Musgrave, 2009; Zifkos, 2015). However, island 
destinations face unique challenges. For tourism and event organisers, it is crucial to focus not 
only on economic benefits but also on creating positive impacts for host communities and 
developing long-term legacies. This can range from providing highly positive visitor experiences 
that enhance the reputation of the destination to strengthening relationships with key investors, 
stakeholders, and participants. This paper explores the adoption of sustainable practices to drive 
economic growth in island communities, with particular focus on the shaping policies that enhance 
the reputation of the tourism and events industry while fostering long-term positive impacts for 
local communities. 
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